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• World food demand is expected to increase by 70% by 
2050;
– This will trigger a supply reaction from EU agriculture;

• Agriculture has achieved major productivity gains in re-
cent decades but this trend has slowed in recent years;

• These gains were achieved partly by putting serious 
strains on natural resources and the environment;

• Agriculture has made major strides in terms of 
reconciling production with environmental management 
but these positive developments may be undermined by 
the expected increase in agricultural output
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Rationale behind the EIP for agriculture
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• Increased and sustainable agricultural output requires 
major efforts in research and innovation;

• There is a gap between the provision of research results 
and application of innovation to farming practice;

• The needs of practical farming are not communicated 
sufficiently to the scientific community;

• Thus important innovations are not implemented on the 
necessary scale, and relevant research fields do not 
always receive the attention they desire
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Rationale behind the EIP for agriculture



Annual growth rates in agricultural research 

and development spending (source: FAO, 2011)



- New knowledge is generated by farmers, researchers and private companies. 
The old linear model of technology transfer should be replaced by an 
interactive model of networking systems, which integrates knowledge 
production, adaptation, advice and education.

• Two headline targets:
– promoting productivity and efficiency of the agricultural sector;
– the sustainability of agriculture (securing soil functionality).

• … in particular in bringing researchers, farmers and 
other players closer together so that we can accelerate 
the speed of technological transfer from science to 
farming practice, and provide more systematic feedback
about practice needs from farming to science

• Consistent with the EU flagship initiative ‘Innovation 
Union’
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The role of the EIP for agriculture



The Agricultural Knowledge and Innovation System in 

Hungary : Research



The Agricultural Knowledge and Innovation System in 

Hungary : Extension



The Agricultural Knowledge and Innovation System in 

Hungary : Education



The Agricultural Knowledge and Innovation System in 

Hungary : Support systems



Examples of linkages between the different componen ts of AKIS in Hungary



… if we want to enhance innovation, main thing is to bring the specialist actors 
in a well balanced composition together and get a good interaction going;

… the essential point of operational groups in EIP is not the FLOW of 
EXISTING information but the CREATION of new know-how.

Innovatíve Food Cluster Ltd (www.pharmapiek.hu/)
– Formed in 2009 (?) by universities, the local government of 

Debrecen, the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Hajdú-
Bihar County, the Pick Salami Factory and SMEs engaged in the 
development and production of functional food products.

The RÓNA-SHEEP Cluster (http://ronajuh.hu/)
– Set up in 2007 by sheep breeding and raising companies, 

educational and research institutions.

Tisza Valley International Agricultural Research and  
Development Cluster
– Formed in February 2013 by 34 Council, university and other 

organisations from five countries to establish common food 
production systems, to improve the level of food security and to 
create jobs.

Operational Groups will be the main ‘delivery mechan ism’ under the EIP



• What will be the objectives with regards to innovation in 
the RDPs? What will be the areas for intervention?

• What will be the key stakeholders for the implementation 
of the EIP?

• How do you intend to involve these stakeholders in the 
preparatory phase of the rural development 
programmes?

• Do you see any particular bottlenecks in your country for 
the implementation of the EIP via the RDPs?

• What measures are you considering to achieve your 
objectives with regard to innovation and knowledge 
transfer?

• Will you create a special national or regional EIP network
or will you would integrate this networking function in the 
NRDN?

Organisational preparations for the EIP in Hungary 



Thank you for your 

attention

Dziękuję za uwagę!

Köszönöm a figyelmet


